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TRIBUTE TO RON HINDLE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise to de-
liver a difficult speech. My senior com-
munications adviser, Ron Hindle, is re-
tiring after more than 30 years in the
U.S. Senate. If you do some quick
math, you will realize that Ron has
been part of the Senate longer than I
have. I came here in January of 1997
and quickly learned Ron would be an
indispensable part of my team. Pre-
viously, he had worked for my prede-
cessor, Al Simpson. That meant he
knew Wyoming, and he knew how to
communicate with Wyomingites.

I am so glad I hired Ron when I came
to DC. He has written some of the best
speeches I have given over the past 20
years. When Ron told me he was retir-
ing, I went back and looked at a few of
his remarks between tears.

When my longtime State director re-
tired, Ron wrote:

There is an old saying we all heard before:
Good help is hard to find. Here is my experi-
ence: Good help is not only hard to find, it is
also impossible to replace.

That was true about Robin, and it is
equally true of Ron. In a speech to the
Chief Officers of State Library Agen-
cies, Ron called the library card ‘‘our
passport to adventure.” For a speech to
the Young Entrepreneurs Academy,
Ron referred to books, ‘‘especially bi-
ographies and autobiographies—as
‘How To’ manuals for success.”” When I
spoke to my grandson’s graduating
fifth grade class, Ron wrote me an ex-
ample comparing the Supreme Court to
grandparents: ‘‘If they say no, there is
no one else to turn to.”

I hope this sampling of Ron’s work
can convey why he has been an impor-
tant part of my team. He has a way
with words that few people have and,
more importantly, he knows what I
want to say and how I want to say it.
Ron does more than help me with
speeches. If there is a student in Wyo-
ming who has achieved an important
goal, Ron helps me with a laudatory
note. When an organization like
Daughters of the American Revolution
has their annual convention, Ron
works on the statement commemo-
rating that event. When a Wyoming
business celebrates an important anni-
versary, Ron has helped me congratu-
late that success.

My staff and I will miss Ron, not
only for the help he gives us but for the
person he is. He is kind, considerate,
and generous. He is also willing to lend
a helping hand in everything we do,
from hosting our holiday cookie party
to organizing trivia, and building
games for our staff planning sessions.
This isn’t goodbye, as Ron will remain
my neighbor and my friend.

Today I want to celebrate all that
Ron has done for me, for my office, for
Wyoming, and for America. It is appro-
priate for me to once again quote Ron
in describing the word ‘‘celebrate’ to
Wyoming Cowboy Challenge Academy
graduates, Ron wrote:

Celebrating is much more than the things
we do—it’s the feelings we get from the great
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accomplishments of our life. It is the joy and
happiness that comes from the heart when
we have reached one of our goals. It’s the
sense of satisfaction we feel that comes from
the knowledge that we have taken on a dif-
ficult challenge and mastered it. It is the in-
crease in self-confidence and self-esteem that
comes from learning to trust in ourselves to
make the right choices and the right deci-
sions.

Ron, Diana joins me in celebrating
you today. You have been a great ex-
ample of the importance of public serv-
ice, and your legacy will continue in
my office and in Wyoming as business
owners, students, and others reread the
words you wrote over more than 30
years. I thank you for devoting so
much of your life to making my office
a better place to work and, more im-
portantly, Wyoming a better place to
live. Thanks for all you have done for
all of us and America. I wish you the
best.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PARIS AGREEMENT

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, there
has been a lot of discussion in the
media over the last couple of weeks
about what President Trump is going
to do and should do with the Paris cli-
mate agreement. We know all about
this agreement. It was entered into by
President Obama in December of 2015
at the U.N. annual party that they
hold, the 21st annual Conference of
Parties meeting.

Let me explain what this is. It was 21
years ago they decided—the United Na-
tions had always been quite offended
every time something happened that
they were doing in the United Nations
that was not in the best interest of the
United States. Several of us would call
and threaten to withhold some of our
funds supporting the United Nations.
Of course, the United Nations has al-
ways wanted to be independent. They
wanted to not be accountable to any-
one so consequently they put together
these parties. The best way for them to
do that is if they could somehow be
funded independently and not be ac-
countable to the various countries—
not just the United States but any of
the rest of them.

So they hold this meeting in Decem-
ber of every year, and they hold it in
very exotic places. Everybody gets
really excited. They have 192 countries
come in. What they are trying to do is
get them all to limit their CO, emis-
sions. Of course, they all come in be-
cause 99 percent of the 192 countries
are ones who want to get money out of
this deal. I ran into a friend of mine
from Benin, West Africa. This was sev-
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eral years ago. I said: Why are you
here? You are not really going to agree
with this stuff. He said: No, this is
where the money is. This is the biggest
party of the year.

One of the worst things that ever
happened at their big party was—they
headed to South America someplace, 1
don’t remember where—when they ran
out of caviar. They have these big
meetings every year.

Well, the last one I went to was De-
cember 2009. It was in Copenhagen. You
might remember that was just after
President Obama was elected. He and
his administration were pledging to the
192 countries that we were going to
pass a form of cap and trade. Well, they
all went to Copenhagen—NANCY
PELOSI, Hillary, John Kerry, Barack
Obama—they all went there and told
them we were going to pass cap and
trade here in the United States so they
all needed to follow form. This is inter-
esting because of the 192 countries he
was talking to, most of them didn’t
even know our form of government.
They didn’t know that we had a Senate
that had to confirm these things or
that we even had a legislature. They
assumed that was going to happen.

I remember, right after they left, I
went to Copenhagen. I had to go in the
morning and get back in time for votes
all in 1 day. I did that. At that time,
they termed me as the ‘‘one-man truth
squad.” I told them under no cir-
cumstances—this is 2009—were we
going to pass any kind of cap and trade
in this country. I was right. They were
shocked over there because they as-
sumed if the President said we are
going to do it, that we are going to do
it. The legislation was estimated at
that time to cost between $300 and $400
billion—that is per year—to imple-
ment. It never came to a vote because
the Democrats knew they had at that
time—keep in mind this is 2009—they
had control of the White House, they
had control of the House and Senate,
and they had, at that time, 60 votes in
the Senate, but they couldn’t get the
votes because it was too expensive.

So many people thought it was the
first time we would consider cap and
trade, but it wasn’t. We had been work-
ing on that for years. They first tried it
in 2003. In 2003, we had a bill for the
U.S. Senate. I remember being down
here—because at that time I was chair-
man of the Subcommittee on the Envi-
ronment and Public Works. They had
that jurisdiction. So I was down here
to try to make sure that thing wasn’t
going to pass. Sure enough, it didn’t.
We defeated it, 43 to 55. Then the same
group tried it again in 2005. At that
time, they only got 38 votes, and that
failed. Then, in 2008, Senators John
Kerry and Joe Lieberman tried it
again. Of course, at that time, it failed
again. Now, that is a far cry from the
60 votes necessary in order to get some-
thing like that to pass. We have been
looking at that with various forms of
legislation for quite a number of years.

After suffering those embarrassing
defeats in the Senate, President Obama
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